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OBJECTIVES  

ºReview current policies / procedures / equipment 

regarding deployment of  AK Respond volunteers 

while analyzing job action sheets and just -in -time 

(JIT) training before mobilization.  



D ISCLOSURE  REGARDING   

L ACK  OF  CONFLICT  OF  I NTEREST  

º I am disclosing the lack of conflict of interest in this 

presentation.  

 

º I have no vested interest in selling or promoting any 

products during this course.  

 



AK R ESPOND  STAFF  

ºSue Pridgen -Webb - Coordinator  

º LeMay  Hupp  ð Training Coordinator  

ºHeidi Hedberg - Logistics  



H ISTORY  OF  AK R ESPOND  

Emergency System for Advanced Registration of 

Volunteer Health Professionals  

Alaska Nurse Alert System  

AK Respond  

 



NATIONAL  D ISASTER  M EDICAL   

SYSTEM   (NDMS) IN  ALASKA      

ESAR ðVHP (AK RESPOND)  

Emergency System Advanced Registration Volunteer  

Health Professionals  

 

DMAT (AK -1) 

Disaster Medical Assistance Team  

 

 

MRC - Medical Reserve Corps (2 units)  

Municipality of Anchorage & Ketchikan  



L ICENSED  HEALTHCARE  PROFESSIONALS   

WILL  BE  NEEDED . 

WORKING  TOGETHER  WILL  BE  IMPERATIVE ! 

Å   

 

 



is to identify, train and mobilize licensed Alaska healthcare 

professionals to serve as volunteers in a disaster or public 

health emergency.  

M ISSION  

      Vision  
 is to provide a structured network of trained and licensed 

healthcare professionals who are ready, willing and able to 

respond during a disaster or public health emergency and 

provide optimal care to those in need.  



AK RESPOND  

º Recruiting healthcare professionals currently licensed in 
the State of Alaska.  

Å Advanced Nurse Practitioners  

Å Behavioral Health Specialists  

Å Dentists  

Å Nurses  

Å Paramedics  

Å Pharmacists  

Å Physicians  

Å Physician Assistants  

Å Respiratory Therapists  

Å Social Workers  

Å Veterinarians  
 

 



WHY  H AVEN õT  EMT S BEEN  I NCLUDED ? 

º EMTs have a role in a disaster and it is as a first 
responder  

º EMTs are a local community asset 

º AK Respond deploys responders 24 to 48 hours after 
the event 

º EMTs have various scopes of practice per medical 
director  

º EMTs are prehospital trained responders  

º AK Respond licensed healthcare professionals work 
hospital, clinic or independent practice setting  

º AK Respond volunteers all have full background 
checks completed  

º Never requested until Galena Flooding*  

 



AK M EDIC  

ºProgram similar to AK 

Respond, specific to EMTs  

ºProgram has not been 

created yet  

ºConcept stage of 

development  



FROM  THE  BEGINNING  TO  NOW 

o 2003 Brief survey w/ nurse licensure to volunteer in 

three capacities  
 

o 2005 Call out Katrina  

o 30 nurses responded  

o Difficulties with existing database  
 

o 2006 Alaska Nurse Alert System ~  450 nurses 
 

o 2011 AK Respond ~ 500 nurses  
 

o 2014 AK Respond ~ 653 licensed  

        heath care professionals  

 

 



RSV IN  ALASKA  2007 

Å53 infants and young 

children hospitalized 

at Samuel Simmonds 

Memorial Hospital in 

Barrow  

 

Å55% required 

medical transport to 

Anchorage for ICU  

 

11/06 ð 3/07 State Lab 

identified RSV in 152 

specimens from 9 

Alaskan communities  

 

EOC opened  

Health Advisories  

Numerous med -evacs  

 

SOA Epi Bulletin #13, 4/13/07  

  



 

 

PARK  PLACE  F IRE  IN  DOWNTOWN  

ANCHORAGE , J UNE  2007 

Pioneer Home, 460 residents, ~ 85 yrs,  

56% with some form of dementia  



Massive flooding in Eagle, Alaska &  

other Interior Communities  

April / May  2009  


